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The Advantages of a Dual Programme of Studies 

A real model of success! 

For companies to be successful on the market, a crucial criterion is to acquire 
talented people as future employees. In doing so, the core task is to find and retain 
them in a long-term capacity. Whoever wants to be successful in competing for the 
best new employees should try to combine the company’s requirements for 
professional education with the young people’s desire to study. 

In this context, a dual programme of studies offers outstanding advantages. 
Students are motivated to get through their desired courses over an intensive 
period of study and, at the same time, they have a paid work-placement with a 
company in a field that prepares them for their professional life. This is achieved 
by means of alternating theoretical and practical semesters and leads to the award 
of a Bachelor’s Degree.  

The statistics show that this dual system of cooperative education is a real model 
of success. In 2016, the number of dual students was at ca. 100,000, so it has 
more than doubled in the past ten years. More than 48,000 companies participate 
in the ca. 1,600 different dual programmes that are offered in Germany. From the 
perspective of the training companies, success is especially notable and important 
in the withdrawal rate figure, which is only seven percent - far below the average 
withdrawal rate of ca. 28 percent in other undergraduate programmes of studies. 

Also, dual studies have gained importance in Berlin, which has a politically, 
culturally and commercially strong profile and is a very attractive location for 
students. The Berlin School of Economics and Law plays a special role herewith, 
as it is the only public higher education institution in Berlin that maintains the dual 
studies option. With respect to the tourism sector, the broad, multifaceted 
curriculum of “BWL/Tourismus” has a special importance, offering knowledge, 
skills and career opportunities in marketing, business, tourism and hospitality 
management. 

The location of Berlin is one of several advantages for the students. The most 
important general advantages of the dual programme of studies are: 

The workplace setting: 

Those studying in the dual system receive on-the-job training and gain valuable 
work experience during the time of their studies. Each dual course student has 
very clear ideas of what s/he can expect in their future working life. 
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The variety: 

Most of the theoretical contents that students hear during their lectures can be 
applied directly during the practical phases of their studies. That makes the tasks 
of their working routine diverse as well as interesting and raises the students’ 
motivation to progress successfully with their assignments. 

The job prospects: 

As mentioned, the participating companies support the dual studies in order to 
develop well-qualified junior staff and procure them to the company. To this end, 
the companies invest significant amounts of money in support of the students’ 
studies and are thus highly interested in keeping the students in their company 
after graduation. 

The compensation: 

All students receive a monthly compensation from the companies for the duration 
of their studies. This enables them to steer away from doing typical part-time jobs 
that would sustain their living costs. Especially at the HWR Berlin, students do not 
have to pay tuition fees.  
 
The credit scheme:  
 
For successfully completed studies, graduation is rewarded with 210 credit points. 
That means an additional 30 credit points compared to other, “regular” 
undergraduate studies. Also, postgraduate studies can eventually be shortened, 
due to the fact that additional credit points can be transferred to relevant modules. 

Finally, as part of the application process, in searching for a suitable internship 
position, the HWR Berlin offers some support. For example, to enroll in the course 
“BWL/Tourismus”, a student can choose from more than 30 companies, ranging 
from hotel businesses to tourism associations and tour operators, to transport 
companies and event agencies. In this course of study, students have the 
possibility to receive an additional Trainer’s certificate, which can raise the 
students’ future market value. Moreover, the students get the chance to participate 
in big projects such as the ITB-project. 

Within this model, the advantages of studies and apprenticeship are combined 
perfectly. At the end of three years, students can proudly hold the title Bachelor of 
Arts (B.A.) and make a career move in the domain of their choice. 
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