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Mathematics 1.0 

Algebra, analysis and stochastics as part of the BA Degree Programme in 
Tourism Management at the Department of Cooperative Studies, Berlin 
School of Economics and Law/ Hochschule für Wirtschaft und Recht Berlin 
(HWR Berlin) 

The ‘common sense’ of mathematics might go something like this: Two zebras 
swim in the pacific. One is green, the other one is big. If it rains for four days and 
on one day the sun shines, how much volume does a tulip have? To those of us 
with slight mathematical affinity, it sounds counter-commonsensical, simply 
beyond comprehension. However, this perception of maths can change – at 
university.  

As everyone knows, maths does not end when they finish high school. Whoever 
decides to study for a BA degree in Economics, even with Tourism as their major, 
is also going to have to focus on mathematics. No matter if you think little of costs 
and investments, statistics, economical mathematics, operational economics or 
computer science, the analysis of numbers and their operations will be a steadfast 
companion throughout your studies. 

Some students in this field tacitly wonder why they should spend three long years 
studying a subject they’ve disliked their entire life. They may quickly feel seriously 
challenged: “We have sympathetic and helpful lecturers who will kindly irritate you 
in your first lesson, to the extent that you will doubt yourself and contemplate 
whether continue your studies, or quit”, states Ines Kohl, a student of Tourism 
Management at the HWR Berlin.  

Roughly eighty percent of the students do not pass their math exam on their first 
try, but that is not a fact to be worried about. “All of the tourism students who 
started their studies in 2016 successfully completed maths classes. Most of them 
had similar academic requirements in the subject. Ab initio the students could be 
distinguished by being highly motivated to learn and cooperate with their fellow 
students as well as with their lecturer”, assures Prof. Brinner, maths lecturer at 
HWR Berlin. There are a number of aspects which help towards reaching this 
goal:  

First, it helps to stay positive. Stay calm and don’t let those exercises in abstract 
calculations or data analysis unsettle you. As Ines Kohl outlines: “We prepare 
ourselves, step by step”. The basics have already been taught in school and you 
will be able to remember most of it. Maybe your former teacher’s way of explaining 
the content varies from your lecturer’s style, but at the end of the day, the system 
stays the same – there is either a right or wrong reasoning. Moreover, you can 
attend open classes to help you prepare for your math marathon, gain cumulative 
understanding and update your mathematical knowledge.  
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Furthermore, students point out that they develop their mathematical skills and 
work forward by carrying out business-oriented tasks and tackling practical 
problems – thus, they are not annoyed by dry, theoretical input. Ines Kohl 
comments that “this approach … strengthens your numbers skills and is more 
interesting, it keeps you updated and shows the effects at the level of the daily 
business market”. 

Additionally, having classes of twenty to thirty students is generally seen as a 
particular advantage when it comes to learning the material, as it enables useful 
teamwork and creates a stimulating learning environment. Even if under these 
circumstances, you still do not understand maths, there is peer support and 
lecturers offer extra group tutorials. 

Overall, try to transform your maths worries into positive stress, trust yourself and 
your own power and engagement, commit to study and practice. Don’t let your 
fears convince you to give up the studies of your dreams only because of one 
subject. With determination and support, you will be able to meet your challenges. 
It will all add up, in the end. 

Annina Langholz 
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